rescyrag ite Re aay Public. Works, 
owing mainly to the of. District | 
ee eaten Yet there is still oppor. 


The 
of Congress and the active influence of a larze 
number of Congressmen, to whom - favors 
have been granted by them in the way of ap- 
pointments to office, have succeeded from time 
to time in secaring which has not 
proved to be for the best interests of the Dis- 
trict, and some of ‘which was secured against 
the protest of Treasurer Gilfillan. 

A bill of this kind was passed last week by 
the Senate to provide for the funding of out- 
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PAYING THE NATION'S DEBTE. 


SEARLE $24,000,000 TO BE DISBURSED THIS 


WEEK FOR PRINCIPAL AXD INTEREST. 
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portant documents 
of the wheat A. 
the letter to M. 

of it. In the 


summoned M. Laisant to/retract. | od 
tion. M. Laisant said he had comidaied it’. 
duty to refer the letter to the Viera pee 
he refused to retract. )'The President the 
committee stated that the committee declined 
to make any use of the communication. 
order of the day was then cents appro ying 
the conduct the the Poem 

es Me "has odo £ 


MADRID, 
destruction poses Mid, 

Howe Kone, Dec. iri age cll gf Sas 
the en, ep Shine and to has 
been se an na bas agreéd 
an | indemnit of 20 0,00 00 aa se aed 

NDON; 2.—A ry artillery 
will be sent to the Cape, 

A dispatch from *Darban ag re 

have released the men of the insty fourth 


Regiment whom they took 
sent them to Pretoria. If is supposed ‘that 


the leaders of the rebellion Maayorors the 


massacre. 

A St. Potersburg cridelons tee ae it is 
opinion: of ne Vee ik Bg Jude vhs 
made aniple concessi ons in 
3 dispatch from Durban’ says 

m Dut 

to the “Ninety-fourth On ( 
-cag a hs bite and’. Pretoria 

as n only. were 
killed and Sim! or) “The rest. werd disarmiéd 
and allowed to proceed to Pretoria. A steamer 
with 140 soldiers has arrived at Durban. 

$$ 


EDWIN BOOTH’S LONDON SHASON, 


WA Le: 0B 

Lonpon, Dec.'28.—Edwin Booth appeared 
at the Princess’s Theatre lastnight as Bertuccio 
in the.‘ Fool’s ' Reyengé.”. . Thé Times, in its 
criticism,; says: ‘There: are. scenes in: the 
‘Fool’s Révenge’ in ‘whieh MY. ‘Booth con- 
firmstthe opinion that he isa most accomplished 
actor, but neither in his tenderness, rage, nor 
despair was there sufficient depth. ».He acts in 
the last scene with admirable skill. Mr, Booth 
was badly pagainaagaveet 

The News says: “ Mr. Booth played. Ber- 
tugpio with singular energy, picturesqueness, 
and variety of expression, and where the course 
of the story required: deeper note with a 


tragic power that moved the’: audience more 

than once to very remarkable enthnsiasm, 
rformanee was'a cont ete success, and free 
om any serious ble: 
The Standard says: 

ance of Bertuccio, in Br 


proyal by a brilliant audience, 
The Daily i ry be "4 Bodth’s Ber- 


tuccio. was strange in its daring and original- 
ity, iger, ‘Mr. 
ity, eteane Mr. 
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WOMAN BURNED.; WHILE «PRAYING. 
Lovrsvitis, Ky., Dec. 27.—A frightful 
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and sober pier members of a quiet 
German family living in the modest little ham- 


let of Santee’s Mills, four miles north of Beth- : 


tehem, on the Lehigh and, Susquehanna Rail- 
road. Mr, Geogle was about 80 years old, anti 
Mrs. Geogle was aboutS4 years of age, . Joseph 
Snyder, s young man 24 years of age, once a 


| Fesident of Easton, Penn., was « boarder in the 


famity, and had frequently made improper ad- 
vances toward Alice, the prepossessing daugb- 
ter, 16 years old, of Mr. Geogle. The daughter 


had complained to her parents of the actions 


of Snyder, and her father bad several stormy 
interviews with him, telling him he must either 
Jeave the house or stop at cnce his disagreeable 
attentions to his danghter. 

Snyder remained at home yesterday in a 
cheerful mood, joining with the children and 
their .two young girl friends, who had come 


-from Farmersville, a few miles distant, to 


spend the’ night with them, in singing their 
Christmas anthems, which they were practic- 
ing for an entertainment in which’ they 
were to. take’ (part in a few days. 
The ‘family, including Snyder, . retired 
at the usual hour.. At 2 o’clock this morning 
George B, Ritter, residing a few.rods from the 
Geogle residence, was awakened by Snyder, 
»who said that robbers had been to the house and 
tmourdered Mr. and. Mrs. Geogle. Ritter called 
his hired man, Hugh Sandt, who accompanied 
Snyder. The two men stopped at the house of 
Joseph Santee and then went to Geogle's house, 
where they were shown a sight that beggars 
description. .A prettily . wrought . bed-quilt 
was removed from the teed of. the 
bed .and there were exposed to . gaze 
the murdered couple. The instrument with 


‘which the bloody deed had been committed, an 


axe, was still lying crosswise’ over the breast 
of the woman, as if placed there by the mur- 
derer. after ‘completing the butchery. The 
sharp end of the axe had been uged in. doing 
the work. Mr. Geogle’s head presented a 
frightful appearance, the upper. portion: of 
the skull having ‘been ‘erushed ‘in,’ while 
fearful. gash Nad been inflicted across 
the. mouth; — besides . these ‘wounds, the 
head. was almost severed from the body. Mrs. 
Geogie’s skull was also fractured, and her 
throat was cut. Both lay side by side welter- 
ing in their: blood, the gashes ‘in. their necks 
and faces presenting a shocking and almost un- 
bearable sight. The‘murderer had deliberately 
com pletely covered bis victims with ‘the quilt, 
The news of this: terrible crime spread rap- 
idly: . Detective W..W. Yohe, of Bethlehem, 
soon arrived and began an investigation. The 
farmers from the vicinity began to flock to the 
dey and by 9 o’cloeck« the. crowd was 
d the excitement had become exceeding 
nse. Sleigh-loads of people came from 
a erg the long the “tbe ‘ote be 
from sight: bythe man 
hitched: fo'them. It was th great 
- an Foy could obtain the 
y, 80 excited 
6 o'clock 
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amply proved during the last 
renewal of their obstructive tac- 
pragnye pepe m aay met by a revision 


ue of the rules which ywould enlarge the powers 








of the majority‘and ‘put the business of the’ 
House more completely within their control. 
In ‘mattérs of Buch extreme, urgency as will 
engage the attention of ‘Parliament from the 
moment: of the opening of the session, the 
power to obstruct legislation and indefinitely 
prolong a perilous. crisis cannot with safety. 
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C., by Henry F. Gillig & Co,, and at Mr. Stevens's, No. 4 


Trafalgarequare, 
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
‘The date printed on the wrapper of each 
paper denotes the time when the subscription 
expires. 
ener aeeerencemnannanne 
faa Advertisements for Taz WEEKLY Tres 


woust be handed in before 6 o'clock this evening. 


————— 

The Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
Jor to-day, th this region, decidedly colder, 
partly cloudy weather, north-west to south-west 
winds, and rising barométer. : 

—_—_—_—_ 

Some interesting facts are given in our 
Washington dispatches this morning with 
reference to the management of the finances 
.of the Districtiof Columbia: It appears that 
there are outstanding 8 per cent. certificates 
of the District Government which, with ac- 
crued interest, amount to some $900,000, the 
interest not having been paid since July 1 
1874; or more than six years, It is now pro- 
posed .to fund these certificates, ‘but the 
manner in which funding is provided 
for in a Dill which has just passed the 


» Senate “is condemned’ by Treasurer Grurr- 


LAN, who is, ¢z officio, Commissioner of the 
Sinking Fund of. the District. The new 
bond /atithorized by'the bill referred to is to 
bear interest at 8 per cent., but. Mr. Grurr- 
LAN ‘does not. believe that this bond .can ‘be 


Ygeld at par, while he thinks that a wiser 


course would be to sell 8.65-per cent, bonds 
bedigeranicr gta 108 to 104, and redeem 
the outstanding certificates, If, as seems 


; _gnite probable, the new bill is devised in the 


interest of the holders of the’ per cent: cer- 
tifieates, the House ‘would do well to scru- 


. tinize it very closely befare giving it its sane- 


| eee 

Mr. Groncx’ Briss hasa caustic way of 
putting things which does not endear him to 
the objects of his criticism, but which, when 
directed against public, abuses, is a very effec- 
tive weapon of correction. ‘ His remarks be- 
fore the Board of Apportionment yesterday, 
that the Health Board was run > too much in 
the intetest of ‘Chief Clerks,” and that 
“the Police Surgeon business is nothing but 
& pure swindle,’’ are of the kind that stick 
in public memory and do more good than 
labored argument, His characterization of 
the Surgeon: business, which costs the tax- 
payers some $80,000 a year, disposes of the 
entire subject in two words. Equally just 
is his. remark that the clerical force of -the 
Police Department ought not to cost over 
$40,000 a year, instead ‘of the $70,000 for 
which it figures on the estimates. The City 
will never secure ven an approach fo eco- 
nomical’ government until some local author- 


ity possessing sufficient independence and | 


resolution. gets ‘the power to compel such 
savings as every one. who: knows anything 
about City ‘business knows to be’ per- 
fectly practicable. The real obstacle to 
any improvement isthe spasmodic. charac- 
ter, of the intérest taken by the public in 
such matters, and* the conviction. enter- 
tained and ‘acted’ on by. members of the 
Legislature, as well 'as by local officials, that 
it pays better in ‘the - long. run to protect ‘the 
tax-eaters than to ‘serve the tax-payers, 
aa eee 
AN EXTRA SESSION. 


4 that Mr: ‘Bace ‘kuows more of the intentions 


of the Republicans than .any one else in the 
Senate, has lately drawn from that gentle- 
extra session. . The Senator is ediirely confi: 
dent that the Republicans will force an extra 
session, if they can, and then throw the blame 
for it on the Demoerata: Their motive for 
doing so is'a desire to settle in their own fa- 
vor; in March, a number of contested elec- 
tion cases, and thus. secure a working ma- 
jority that can ‘be. relied on, It is Mr. 
Brox’s opinion that much more could ‘be 
done in this: direction in the Spring than in 
the following’ December, after:the Demo- 
crats had. had an SER ry to. get their 
testimony ready. ° 

‘We think .any candid observer must con- 
cede that‘ if motives are to be inferred from 
behavior; it is nds the Republicans, but the 
Democrats, who re desirous to 80: delay the 
business of the current session that an ex- 


shut. off © idaiede’dattheln comasable rostli- 
tions relating to the Electoral count. It was 


the Refunding bill presented by their 
own Comimittes. of ‘Ways and Means, and 
ringed? twang 


pommel tase snd wasted vn dale 
‘im foolish partisan wrangling with the Green- 


le | like respect | ‘for order ot decency, without 


$ a or ra 
a ene *y tie By 


be 
Ban Nien jos record of Me. Brox’s own 


which business SAE De Nrppaeeied, would . 
required. / 


* ; lye S: 
os , ore 
3 oe ee 
’ a 

Ss. 


fi 


p 
Fe 


ag ade 
et 2 a 
S| ES 


ity 


is a meee correction 
6 flagrant wrongs that have been com- 
win ‘The Republicans in. the House 
would be recreant ‘to the very first principle 
of the creed which they profess if they did 
not proceed as rapidly as possible to the con- 
sideration of elections where fraud is known 
to have been practiced, They ‘will, beyond 
a ‘doubt, give those who are aconsed 
of fraud’ every --opportunity that can 
in fairness be. demanded to clear 
themselves. There is no danger that: they 
will prejudge the facts, There is no need of 
their doing so. The evidence already made 
public, “much of it ‘from Democratic 
sources; renders it certain that injustice of 
the grossest character has'been done. But 
the Republicana ‘have ‘no wish for. an 
extra session to - perform this “work. 
The longer time. they have. in which 
to. get. at the - truth, the. more severe 
the’. condemnation .of the Democrats is 


sure. tobe... Whether in. March or 


in December, whén the + light of impartial 
investigation is turned on ‘the result will not 
be doubtful. The time has gone by when & 
minority. will be. allowed to deprive the ma- 
jority of their rights without Jet. or. hin- 
drance, simply because the majority include 
in ‘their number men with black skins who 
are Republicans, . “* The South’’ is no longer 
composed solely of white’ Democrats, and 
the latter will not-be sllowed to enjoy an in- 
creased representation on account of the 
freedmen ‘and at the same time'to rob them 
of their votes. 
pa 
ARMY CHANGES. 

Thereis some commotion in the Army at 
the present writing on account of recent re- 
tirements‘and promotions, These are not in 
themselves, perhaps,.of great importance, 
bute they are the cause of much discussion, 
which is not unmingled with apprehension. 
There have been four retirements, but as 
three of these were of officers high in rank, 
the possible promotions have been numerous, 
and the influence of these is felt far down in 
the lower’ grades of field, line, and staff. 
Then, again, there are not s few elderly 
officers who are, to use a common); phrase, 
** eliginle for retirement.’’ The placing of 
these old gentlemen upon the retired: list, if 
done simultaneously, would make a large 
opening in the higher grades of official mil. 
itary service, and ‘there would -be a corre- 
spondifr advance upward, in the benefits of 
which would share many of the younger of- 
ficers.of the Army, now tired of singing the 
tefrain of ‘‘ Benny Haven, oh !'’ to the ef- 
fect that thereis in the Army sobriety and 
very. ‘slow. promotion. 

There are on ‘the ‘active list of ‘the 
Army of the. United States 29 officers above 
the, age prescribed by law as the point at 
which they may be retired, either at their 
own request or by direction of the President. 
Of these nearly all are ‘general or staff 
officers, ‘They fill ‘soft places,”’-of course, | 
being assigned to bureau duty, and are 
chiefly intrasted with the arduous task of 
signing their names to papers presented to 
them by trustworthy and skilled subordi- 
nates,. The. statute, it is urged, was 
framed for the purpose. of retiring 
from. active service ‘men. who have 
outlived that period of manhood when an 
officer is competent to do his full. duty in 
the field. ‘ So long aa the grim Veteran ¢an | 
sit erect, and his stiffening fingers can guide 
his pen over a properly indorsed bundle of ; 
papers, he: is, to all ‘intents and purposes, 
active. He.desires'to remain on the active 
list, with all the pay and allowances which . 
that’ position: may ingure to him, The mili- , 
tary service is mossy with age at the top. | 
It seems cruel to suggest that this silvery. 
erown should be cropped. 


But there. is another element of mititery | 


service’ to ‘be considered. If the ‘‘ moas-' 
backs,’’ as some of the elder officers are ir- 
reverently termed by their juniors, murmur’ 
because of the prospect of their being re- 
tired, the immense throng of younger officers 
below-them are no’ less dissatisfied with the 
slowness of their advancement. . 


oped. ‘apecial military’ talent, 


are, 
many First Lieuteuants now in the'full vigor 


pe i Serle: 4(ilost: of these latter, nit | 


not all, ‘were appointed during the war of. 
the-rebellion, or, at its close; on account of 
gallant services, or. because they had devel- 
The: retire. 
rages ‘the’''moss-backs” would promote 

the ““mustangs,’’ a8 the volunteer officers 
are ‘superciliously talled by the Academy 


men. Herige the pause in retiring the old | 


gentlemen who sign documents in cozy of- 
fices, Strict justice to all demands that there 
should: be &n upward movement for the 


younger officers. 


BURDENS OF BNGLISH FARMERS. 
In spite of all that-has been said to reassure 
them, thé farmers of Great Britain. still fear 
América ‘competition. Even after reading 
and: digesting we voluminous report. of 
Messrs, ReaD and Pen. on agriculture in 
the United; States, their anxiety was ot 
sensibly ; ; dinainished, though ‘that ‘report, 
through the imperfect information of its 
authors, condiderably understated the ad- 
brag cal enjoyed. by the American farmer, 
“Uneasy state of the agricultural 

a in the frequent. meet- 
ings aud animated. discussions of the 
farmer’s associations, and in ‘the unusual 
numberof addresses and newspaper articles 
upon thé prospects of British farming, In 
these disc\issions, American farms and farm- 
ers always teceive a large share of attention, 
Mr, Crare,: Reap, one’ of the authors of 
the report. above mentioned, has Jately ad- 
dressed the Farmers’ Club on transatlantic 
competition: His ‘advice to. the farmers is 
to reduce their ‘personal expenses. .The 
American: farmer, he tells them; is up at 4 


o’elock in the’ morning, works hard all day 


with his.men, ests with them, dresses like 
them... He indulges in few luxuries, or none 
at'all. “He. rarely leaves his work for a day's 
pleasure, ‘and in all his family expenses he 
is frugal to.the verge of meanness. He lives 
a hard life; buttieis able to lay up money 
for his old'age, and he arpéars. to be: con- 
tented. "Mr! Reap tells the farmers of Eng- 
land to eonsider the ways of their American 
rival and ‘be wise. If they would compete 
with him--they-must live like him, or b® 
greater economy will ruin them. They 
must give up their trips to the sea-side, they 
must give up hunting and shooting and ex- 
pensive, dinners, t) their friends. They 


must be.at work early and late; and must” 


learn ‘not.to despise the humble fare of 
their Jaborers. This means that they must 
be worse fed and worse ,clothed than any 
class of the American rural population. 
‘It is only w few. months since, in the-report 
on. Americin agficulture, Mr. Reap told 
the ‘British farmers that there. wag really 
no occésion for alarm. Our inferior yield 
per acre, as compared with English wheat 
lands, the ‘probability, that our virgin soil 
would soon be ‘exhausted, and the cost of 
—which he predicted would 
increase—were drawbacks which must for- 
ever-prevent us from putting wheat into the 


‘English market st less than 40s. the quarter, 


4 rate Whigh would still allow a fair, profit 
to’ English wheat raisers. We some time 
ago pointed out the errors which vitiate the 
that these einslns are ‘but “the hyper- 
bolic expressions of American vanity.” Mr. 
Reav’e present, utterances by no ‘means re- 
flect the spirit ot calm confidence which 
animated. the report. He acknowledges the 
gtevity of ‘the crisis by the character of the 
measures he. propdses. He advises English 
farmers to, give up. in a moment. the social 


‘position snd the comforts that their own 
| labor: and the | slow advance of human rights 


and intelligence have given them, and take 
& loy anda harder place, Instead of try- 


ey content with the hard lot of a six- 
tecnth Sentury serf. This is counsel entirely 
worthy: of # sound Tory, such as Mr, Reap 
professes to be: 
“The Britlah farmers are wiser than their 
counselors. ‘They are not yet ready to live 


‘on. husks so long as. some. other promising’ 


measures of reliéf remain untried. They 


‘put thelr finger at once on the real 
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THE MW EENNA-QUINN FEUD. 
“Mr. or, more ‘propérly, Captain, Michael 


boatman, an upright and athletic citizen, 
and a ‘‘ first-class husband entirely:”” That 
he has not yet reached the White House can 
be explained’ by the fact. that he was. not 
born on American soil, but theré is no doubt 
that he-has improved to the utmost the rare 
ediicational facilities. offered by the deck 
and the'towpath, 

In no ‘way inferior to Capt. “McKenna is 
Capt. Denhis Quinn, of the canal-boat Zsa 
‘An, He is of almost precisely the same 
weightas Capt. McKenna, and in his other 
moral. qualities. closely resembles him: On 
the line of ‘the Morris and Essex Canal he is 
without an enemy of his own size, and is 
regarded by his fellow-canal-boatmen as an 
honor to the proféssion. 

These two excellent inland mariners ‘are 
peculiarly happy in their domestic relations. 
Mrs. McKenna is‘a most admirable woman, 
and- is celebrated’ on the canal-for having 
defeated in a pitched battle, without the 
loss of a single ‘hair, the famous. Bridget 
Costello, known as the “Boss Fury of New- 
Jersey.’’ She is an intimate friend of Mrs. 
Quinn, and their mutual esteem and affec: 
tioh were paralleled by. the friendship which 
the two gallant Captains bore one toward 
the other, ‘It was a touching sight to ste 
the two ladies, when their respective boats 
happened to be im company, hanging out 
their week’s washing on the quarter-deck, 
and addressing each other as ‘‘Me. dear 
Mrs. McKenna,”’. and ‘‘Me ‘dear Mrs. 
Quinn,” what time the two Captains 
lounged ‘on their respective tillers, and called 
each other, ‘‘Mike, me boy,’’ and.‘ Dennis, 
ould man.” As both boats belonged :to the 
same owner and were engaged in the same 
trade, they often sailed in close company, 
and the friendship of the commanding 
officers and their families: was thus firmly 
cemented. 

The Morris.and the Léa An ‘were twin 
boats, and, with the exception that the 
former’s’ forward towing-post was. much 
larger than that of the latter, it was difficult 
to find: any obtrusive difference’ between 
them. . Mrs. Quinn and Mrs. McKénna took 


} delight in. fitting up their. respective’ cabins 


with precisely the same style of furniture, 
and they. often. remarked that. they really 
could not’ tell which one’ looked the ‘more 
like the other. AS is the fashion with many 
large canal-boats, the Morris and the Liza An 
were built double; that is'to say, they.each 
consisted of two distinct halves fistened to- 


gether end to end. ‘This enabled them to be 


drawn up the inclined plane at Newark, one 
section at. @ time, whereas a.single boat of 
the’ full size of the Morris or the Iga’ An 
could. not. when fully loaded have been 
drawn up. without great difficulty and 


On. a dark night in the latter part of Oc- 
tober last the Morr and the Ziea An 
reached the basin at the foot of the inclined 
plane at about 1 o’clock in the morning. 
The ladies—Mrs. Quinn and Mrs. McKenna 
—were sleeping soundly while their brave 
and devoted husbands were on deck attend- 
ing to their duties, The halves of the boats 
were quickly and quietly disconnected; and 
were smoothly and safely drawn up’ to the 
basin ‘above. Feeling somewhat tired by 
the exertions of the machinery, ‘the. two 


good deal of refreshment they returned to 


their: duties; coupled together their boats; 
and, standing each at the bow of his reapec- 
tive vessel, seht a man to.each helm, ordered 
the drivers to start’ their horses, wished one’ 


another good-night, and aed uments 


turn in. 
As Capt. McKenne aabnned the'cabin and 
pulled: off his boots, he was amazed to see 


ae: Quinn sitting bay in the hed law. 
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trust that It will be thebharbinger-of the continuance 
of a new era for our common country, when all the 
sources of its prosperity, as.if tonched with the rod 
Of Moses, shall pour forth new: blessings om all 
classes {n currents that shall never f; Mr. 
CuaprasA. Dana advises.a study of the twenty- 
fourth chapter of Job, Mt. Gzonen W. Carns, of 
Philadelphia, follows with, a few-sentences in his 
usual vein.’ The sentiment offered by. the , Sec- 
retary: of “War: treads: 
Offering to the poor 
and partake of our 
opportunity for all in our great and fertile W hes 
And Senator" Joz’? Brows, of Georgia, with much, 
good sense déclares that . ‘the education. of the 
whole mass of our people in the primary branches, 
and the higher culture of the brightest intellects of 
all classes, are essential to the perpettiiation of our 
republican institutions aid" td the future develop- 
ment, prosperity, and greatness of our country.” 
It is to be regretted that so few of Senator Bhown’s 
white fellow-citizens in the South will agree with 
this sentiment. : 
oo 

For some time past, especially sin¢e the open- 
ing of the present season; New-York women ‘have 
been receiving instruction in fencing, ahd they like 
it, as Women usually ike anything and everything 
new. Apart from its novelty, it: is so nealthful an 
exercise that it has been recommended by different 
physicians on medical grounds alone. ‘Those who 
have practiced it have, they say, experienced much 
benefit, and are enthusiastio: in. ‘tts behalf. -. It de- 
velops their cheats) and: muselés, quickens- their 
blood, steadies. their nerves ahd helps | them: in 
many ways. Fencing ls partioularly advantageous 
to: persons. of sedentary* habit and delicate 
constitution, whicli ‘imoludes: the majority of 
American women” residing in cities... They 
need ‘exercise sorely; ‘and to:.their lack of it 
must be ascribed muny of their gfiments, niuch of 
their invalidism. While fencing is active, excelient 
exercise, it ig not, yiolent,- requires no special 
amount of muscle and no straining, and is, there- 
fore, admirably adapted to wonien., Flexibility. of 
limb, which the other'sex:commonly have in @ con- 
spicuous degree, as well as quicknéss of eye and 
delicacy of touch, are always. important in sword 
play, aid are, consequently, inducementsto women 
to learn it. Foils aré light enough, ordinarily, for 
any woman to handle, and can be made lighter if 
necessary. It is odd that women have not taken 
up fencing before this, so. well are’ they 
fied for it: They would ‘probably have) done 
so, . had they not considered it: a purely 


aged dueling—could:. not apply. to. women, even 
were this a dueling age and country, which, fortu- 
nately, it isnot. A good many fashions and cus- 
toms originate in New-York that are unworthy of 
countenance or imitation. “Fencing is pot one of 
them, and we hope that the country in general will 
be eager and energetic to emulate the Metropolis 
in this particular. A ‘nuimber of Professors of Arins, 
as they style themsdlves, advertise. to give women 
public or private lessons, and some of them say that 
they have found their feminine pupils.very apt and 
skillful. Married women are as much benefited as, 
tadeed: more benefited: than, uimarried women: by. 
sword play. | It is t6 be hoped that ‘all women who 
éan. afford it will take: lessons. Fending will not 
only give a new departure to. thelr mind, tt will ” 
yield tnem a new putault; it will, too, redden their 
cheeks, brighten their eyes, stimulate. their brains, 
round their’ figures, «sugment ‘their. gracefulness, 


increase their agility and strength—in a word, im- | 


prove. materially both _their health and beauty. 
Whee euythitig appesis to the watheotic as well as 
the hygienic in woman it onght to enlist her inter- 
ragtime advan- 
tages ate palpable. e 
The Republicans of Teumemes have goodirea- 
son to hope that they will he able to elect the next 
United States Senator from that State.’ The Legis- 
lature which will. make the chaice’should consist of 


100. members. At present; however, itis made up |. 


jority of the 99. .Of thé 0 members. who will thus 


be needed, the Republicans have <7 elected om remu- 
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is now defended as being paid by the banks. 
ir 


GENERAL NOTES. 


—o—— 


Contemplating the -diagraceful scene in the 
House between Weaver and Sparks, the Vicksburg 


The special election for Representative ix 
Congress in the Third District of New-Hampshire, 
to: fill the vacancy caused by the death of Majo: 
Farr, ocours to-day, Col. Ossian Ray, the Repub- 
ican candidate, ie described as an able lawyer and 
a live man. 


Gov. Cullom, of Tilimois, has been asked to 
recommend in his Message the establishment of an 
institution for the care of epileptic idiots. There 
are said to be nearly 150 euch In the State, and 
they are excluded from the State Asylum for the 
Feeble-minded, and are not proper subjects for the 


The city of Cambridge; Mass. , will celebrate 
its two hundred and fiftieth anniversary to-day. 
The, public: exercises include a concert by the 
achool children and speeches by prominent citizens 
in the morning, anoration by Col. Thomas Went- 
worth “Higginson in the afternoon, and a public 
dinner and more talking in the evening. 

Mr. Henry W. Longfellow has lately writ- 
ten a Kindly letier to Father A: J. Ryan,’ the’ poet- 
priest of the South, in which he saya: . When you 
call yourself: *the last and least. of those who 
rhyme," you jremind me of the gracetul lines of 
Catullus to Cicero: “Receive the warm. thanks of 
Catullus, the least of all poets; as much the least 
of all poets ae you are the greatest of all advo- 
cates.’ * Last and least’. can no more be applied to 
you than * pessimus’ to Catullus.” 

There is. considerable feeling manifested in 
Nebraska over revent discharges of murderers on 
technicalities. One of the papers .of the State 
says: “It is net a little singular that all these de- 
Gisions are made piactically to favor the vicioug 
and the criminal, There is not one, we venture to 
say, among all the decisions of our Supreme Court, 
that has rendered justice more certain or more de- 
cisive, These technicalities are always found to 
favor the side of injustice—always tend to override 
equity—are always found to shield acknowleaged 
criminals from the just punishment of their crimi- 
nality. Why do they not sometimes happen to 
favor the other side?!’ We 

Of Capt. B, B. McDonald; who died in Den- 
yer, Col..on the 220 fnst., the:Wews of that city 
“ The gentleman came here. about a month 
since, accompanied by his. daughter; in hopes of 
Eeyore abattered health. His brain was 
affected in some way, and for the last two weeks 
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NEW oe rN 
OOOO 
.A SPECIAL OFFER OF ST. NICHOLAS, . 
; ST. NICHOLAS, the magazine which the Detroit Fres 
Press calls “the most perfect of juveniles,” and of, 
whieh-the London Literary Wor'd says: “We wish 
we could poing to its equal in our own literature.” has 
scored 
4 GREATER SUCCESS THAN EVER 
in “the wonderful Christmas number,” (December, 
of which more than 25,000 extra copies have bean sold. 
Asan inducement tothe buyers of this issue to com: 
plete the volume beginning'with November, 1830, and 
ending with October, 1881, the publishers will send a 
November number 
FREE 
toall new subscribers who hereafter forward .§2 50 
foraten months’ subscription, beginning with the 
January issue and completing the volume, 


THE NEW YEAR'S NUMBER 
(January)contains « charming ‘Indian’ story of child- 
lite by “Bright Eyes,” the Ponca maiden; “EVERY 
BOY HIS OWN ICE-BOAT,” & novel sport. for skaters; 
a funny fairy story by Fuayx BR. Stoceror; the Girst of 
Mra. Clement’s “STORIES OF ART. AND-aRTISTS,” 
&e., &c. Ns 

All the serial stories are begun and ended inthis 
volume. Subscriptions received by ail dealera, orshe 
publishers. Reqular price, $3. 

soy, | SCRIENER & 00:; Kow-York. \ 


NURSERY PUBLISHING COMPANY, , 
No. 36 Bromfleld-st., Boston, Mazz. 


Bm SALE—A -PERVFECT FILE OF THE NEW- 

YORK DAILY TIMES from the first copy, Sept. 15, | 
1861, to date; in 107 bound volumes; also, a printed | 
and bound Index, from 1868 to date. s Address K, Box | 
No. 157 Times Office. 
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wo POLITICAL. 


~—_—— een een ae ess CO OCLC CO!’ OOO 
Pe THE DEMOCRATS OF THE CITY OF 
| | NEW-YORK.—The undersigned hereby‘ unite in a 
call for a public meeting of .Damocrata, to. pe held at 
Cooper Institute on the 28th day of December, 1880, at 
8 o’clook P. M., to promote the objects set forth in the 
address adopted at @ meeting held at the Brunswick 
Hotel.of the 16th inst. 

To the declaration of political principles contained 

subscribe, 


the right of local self-government, and is opposed te 
the undue centralization of power. 

_ It believes in hard money and free ships. 

” It demands @ thorough reform in the tartff laws and 
in the civil service. 

To insure the success of these p1 & reorgan- 
isation of the Democratic the City of New 
¥ork is an imperative necessity. 

The existing organizations G0 not possess the contt- 
dence of the.people. ~ 

Under the present system the great majority of the 
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